GENESEE TOWNSHIP SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARING

MARCH 23, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Fuhr.

All present gave Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Present:  Fuhr, Mannor, Bates, Burrus, Witte

Absent:  Sutton, Stephens

Moved by Bates supported by Mannor to approve the agenda.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Mr. Fuhr stated that this assessment is for $950,000.00; $500,000.00 for police, 15% funded with police department funds.  Fire department, $350,000.00, 100% funded.  $100,000.00 being for fire equipment purchase.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Andrew Perez, 4307 N. Center Road, stated that everything is budgeted and everyone present is on a budget with no one bailing us out if we go over budget, why should the residents bail out the township.  Mr.  Fuhr stated the purpose we are here is to get the publics opinion; put the vote to the people to see what they want.  Mr. Perez stated that was fair.

Howard Wildfong, 3027 Gehring Drive, stated that he has been a resident for 51 years and does not want to lose police and fire protection.

Bob Jones, 6464 Nightengale inquired that if this assessment does not pass, how many fire and police officers would be affected.  Mr. Fuhr stated that 6 full and part time police officers, fire personnel would not be touched but fire runs could go from $500.00 to $1,500.00.  Mr. Jones asked does it depend on circumstances whether a person has to pay or not.  Mr. Fuhr stated that legal fires with insurance, they are charged;  if they don’t have insurance they do not pay.  Illegal burns are charged $500.00.

Genia Miller, 441 Catalpa Ct., asked to explain why we need to have a special assessment and what the state has done.  Mr. Fuhr stated that the reason the township is lacking funds is because State Shared Revenue has been cut.  This past year we have lost approximately $230,000.0.  In 2010 it will go down roughly $280,000.00 for next year.

Phil Grace, 6483 Blue Jay Drive, stated that with his taxes going down and the assessment is $84.00, he will still be paying fewer taxes, and with values going down and crime could rise, we cannot afford to lose any police officers.

Don Driskell, 5307 Hubbard, asked if any thought has been given to go after the current retirement funds or any other ways to cut cost.  Mr. Bates stated that the township retirement  fund is funded through MERS, which is separate from the township.  The township pays into the retirement fund as long as they are township employees, but when they retire, township does not pay them any money, it is only from MERS.  The township has cut health care cost by $100,000.00 to $140,000.00.  Mr. Driskell asked if any could be done with the property around Mott Lake.  Mr. Fuhr told him the township does not own the property.  Mrs. Fray stated that property was donated by the Mott family with the stipulation it could never be developed.
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Ned Gosselin, 614 Evergreen Circle, sated some of his neighbors are really going through some tough times and his $84.00 is going to be a hardship for those who rent trailers, who are having it rough to begin with.

Resident stated that at campaign time, the new board stated on their web site that they were going to donate 30% of their salary back and Mrs. Witte and Mrs. Sutton told her to her face.  She realizes now that they can only cut wages by 10%, they could donate the other 20% back.  Why have they not done this?  Mrs. Witte stated that she doesn’t remember saying 30%.

Dave Gillie, 6524 Dort Hwy, asked why township doing a special assessment instead of millage.  Mr. Dillard stated that the situation of the township with nine mobile home parks take up most of the police calls.  The board decided to go with an assessment for all residents to pay the same amount no matter what the price of home might be.  Mr. Fuhr stated that if homes are over $100,000.00, the amount will be more.  The assessment is a fairer way for all residents.

Rusty Hampton, 6077 Hopkins, inquired how long would the assessment go on the taxes?  Mr. Fuhr stated that up to five years.  It could possibly go up 10% over the years if needed.  The township will look at the assessment every year to see if it is needed to be increased.  If the township receives state shared revenues, the assessment could go down or possibly be removed.
Sharon Royce, 4475 Gregor, asked if it was true about losing homestead tax.  Mr. Fuhr stated no, that it could not be deducted through special assessments on taxes.

Resident, 2373 Mt Morris Road, stated that he pays roughly $600.00 for alarm system, if we do not have police protection why have an alarm.

Howard Wildfong, stated that he gets a 20% discount from insurance company as long as there is a police department.

Teresa Grace, Neighborhood Watch, stated that the police department is already short staffed.  Basically we have two officers per shift to be on the streets.  Chief Sorensen stated that we presently have 21 full time and 5 part time officers.  Mrs. Grace stated that if we would have half that without this assessment.  Her family is also struggling with the economy and property values have gone down, but they plan to stay.  The community policing will be difficult without the police.

Marsha Elam, 6137 Richfield Road, stated that Governor Granholm shut down three prisons in the state and plans to shut down more.  We need our police officers with all the criminals that will be out on the streets.

Resident, asked how many residents had their homes broke into lately and if they fond out who did the breaking in.  His elderly neighbor’s home was  broken into and he feels the police did not do all that they could of to help her or find the person who broke in.

Ken Foyder, 4367 Gregor, stated that his home was broken into and was satisfied with how the police handled it.  He knew it was local and the police did the best they could even though it was not solved.
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Bart Rehil, 4497 Gregor, stated in February his locks were cut off of his trailer and tolls were taken.  By the time police showed up, he received a phone call telling him his stuff was at a pawn shop, which he told police.  Police told him it was a snow day; they might be busy and would get there when they could.  He feels the police did not care.  With his help and with him calling the police chief many times, the person was caught, but still feels that the police could have been more helpful and caring.

Tobi Belanger, Genesee Township Community Policing Officer, stated that they are working diligently in the township to start and continue to grow with the community watch groups. Presently there are nine neighborhood watch groups with four more to start in other communities.  They are helping to train citizens as well as trying to get out the best information possible when something is broken into or damaged, what to look for, what information to give.  They are training on how to keep residents and property safe.  As a community as a whole working together we can help prevent crime.

Chad Boggs, 4450 LaBean Ct., thanked everyone for using this facility; he is currently on the Kearsley School Board.  He realizes times are tough for everyone.  He has had break-ins at the storage facility and response was good.  He realizes that sometimes it takes time to respond but they do their job when they get there.  Not everyone will get caught.  He has had no problems with police and they have been respectful when ever he has had to deal with them. 

Mr. Fuhr stated that his home was getting broke into, he was on the phone with  911 for a while, that all the cars were engaged at the time.  Richfield Township police were the ones to respond to his call.

Bart Rehil, 4497 Gregor, stated that he understands about response time, that was not his complaint.  His complaint was in regards to how the police officer responded to him and procedures that were taken.  He feels that if asking for more money then the officers need to step up.  Mr. Fuhr stated that anyone that is unsatisfied with how anything is handled they need to call the Chief of Police and let him know.  Mr. Rehil stated that he has talked to the Chief and got a good response from the Chief who got everything in motion with the appropriate procedures.
Mr. Bates stated that he sympathizes with complaint that residents with complaints need to call the department or go to the township website and leave an email with the appropriate personnel.  Mr. Rehil sated that after talking with the Police Chief everything was good, but the Detective was slow.  Mr. Fuhr stated that the Detectives have received 63 new cases within the last month and doing the best they can.

Genia Miller, 441Catalpa, stated that everyone needs to start to get involved with their neighborhood watch.  People need to check and watch everything regarding not only their property but their neighbors as well.  Mr. Fuhr stated that this does not only affect police but fire department as well.  Home owners insurance could go up without fire protection.  If this were to pass, possibly could wipe out the $500.00 fee for fire runs.
Matt Allen, GTPD, stated that if this assessment does not pass, it will affect the police department but how will it affect the service.  Some police departments take complaints over the phone, never showing up if there is no suspect crime.  In the City of Flint the show up hours after the complaint has been made.  He would like the board to explain how the layoffs would affect the citizens of Genesee Township.  Mr. Fuhr stated that in Atlas Township they have a contract with 

the Genesee County Sheriff Department and they run two days a week.  It is a possibility that could happen here.
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Todd Thurlow, 7478 Roger Thomas Dr., inquired how broke is the General Fund.  Also, if the assessment does not pass, can the board put the assessment on the taxes anyway.  Mr. Fuhr stated we have a negative 1.6 million deficit in the fund balance and yes they could go ahead and put the assessment on but they will not.  Layoffs will take place.  Mr. Bates stated they are cutting costs any way they can.  New health insurance, board has cut their wages, lost full time police officers and replaced with part time police officers or not replaced employees who have left.  We have lost approximately $200,000.00 in revenue.  Taxes are going down so we lose more revenue.

Tobi Belanger, GTPD Community Policing Officer, stated that we have 16 full time officers and will be losing a sergeant and another officer.  When they layoff, the department will be down to 10 officers.  The Chief of Police is out on patrol now.  We are doing everything they can and will continue to do the best they can.

Charlie Middleton, Genesee Road, stated that he spent 30 years on City of Flint Police Department.  He does not want to see happen here what happened there.  He has worked with the township officers and detectives and they do a great job.  He appreciates them and the township needs their services.  He feels that the assessment is a small price to pay to feel safe.

Pam Elliott, 5333 Hopkins, has lived in the township for 40 years and times have changed over the years.  Police are needed now more than ever.  Her taxes are going down, but still can afford to pay for police and fire protection and taxes will still be lower.

Resident, stated that it doesn’t matter where we live or what kind of home we have, what would we do when we need them the most and they are not available.

Chad Boggs, asked what type of consolidation services to save money and get the same kind of services.  Mr. Fuhr stated that he did speak with the county and would not save much.  The township would have to honor current contracts but feels it is not feasible with the work load the township has.  Mr. Fuhr stated that almost all townships have an assessment on taxes.  Genesee Township has never put an assessment on before.

Marsha Elam, stated that the people asked for the assessment not the board.

Comments were closed to the public.

Moved by Bates supported by Witte to approve to raise the police and fire protection by special assessment and create special assessment of all property outside of mobile home parks.  Districts 2-10 will consist of mobile home parks.  $84.00 a parcel and $84.00 per occupied mobile home unit.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Mannor to approve April 14, 2010 special assessment date to approve tax roll and further protest.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Burrus supported by Bates to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m.  Vote taken:  All yes.  Motion carried.

_______________________________________
_____________________________________
Wayne Bates, Clerk



Steven Fuhr, Supervisor

