GENESEE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 8, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Fuhr.

All present gave Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.
Present:  Fuhr, Bates, Mannor, Burrus, Sutton, Stephens, Witte
Absent:  None

Moved by Stephens supported by Witte to approve the agenda.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Mannor to approve the minutes of the May 11, 2010 regular board meeting without corrections.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Sutton to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2010 special board meeting without corrections.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Sutton to approve the minutes of the May 26, 2010 special board meeting without corrections.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Andy Perez, Center Road commented on Ordinance No. 519 regarding shooting guns in the township and wanted explanation of some of the wording.  

Sheila Courneya, 6278 Coldwater Road spoke in regards to the property next door to her having an auction and how her yard being damaged by the public and blocking their vision to get out onto the street.  

Mary Dowell, President of the MAPE union for the township stated that there has been a committee formed to work on ways to prevent upcoming layoffs and request of the board to make sure all doors are open, all stones unturned to make sure all questions are answered.

Mike Michalik, 4098 E. Pierson Rd commented on his concerns and rights in regards to Ordinance No. 519.

Andy Michalik, 3466 E. Pierson Rd commented on his concerns and rights in regards to Ordinance No. 519.

Dale Zimmerman, 5136 N. Genesee commented on his concerns and rights in regards to Ordinance No. 519.
Mr. Mannor stated that he agrees with the public regarding Ordinance No. 519 and more information is needed.

Mr. Fuhr stated that Attorney Dillard is in the process of re-writing and amending the ordinance.

Mrs. Elam asked why they don’t put in ordinance no practice target shooting.  Would that take care of things?
Tonya Fuller, 4047 N. Genesee Road, stated she was speaking on behalf of the police officers.  With the six being laid off will the part time be as caring and is there anything else that can be done to keep them on.  She also heard they received an e-mail stating they were not able to collect unemployment.
Resident inquired if the board was going to talk about police being laid off.
Mr. Fuhr stated it was not on the agenda, but stated that the township is $300,000.00 short and according to township auditors something has to be done or the state could take over.

Mike Michalik inquired if when tickets are written does township get any of the money.

Mary Dowell stated that she believes in the employees and the board has in front of them unfair labor suits regarding violating the contracts, they are spending more money on a labor attorney.
Mr. Fuhr stated that everyone across the board needs to take a 10% pay cut to avoid layoffs.  

Teresa Grace, Blue Jay Drive inquired about updating them on the negotiations and how they went or what is going on.
Jody Grant, MAP, GTP union stated they agreed to a 10% wage concession and still willing to work and not for the layoffs.
Mrs. Sutton stated that she is on the committee and had not received any of that information.
Mr. Bates stated that the board took a 10% wage cut and cut their health care.
Chief Sorenson spoke in regards to the situation and how it will affect the department.

Matt Allen requested another two weeks before layoffs take affect.

Howard Wildfong asked of the members who are on the negotiation committee if they have any negotiating experience.  He feels animosity is being created among the residents.  
Marsha Elam asked what concessions did Mr. Burrus take.

Marian Michalik stated that she went through every word that the six board members ran on and there was never a 30% cut said; there was a mis-quote in a newspaper.
Andy Michalik stated that he was looking for insurance for his house which was very expensive because of his Flint zip code.  He feels police are needed and need the assessment, people might need more information.
Teresa Grace if an assessment done in November does it give us time to put it on for December taxes.

Tobi Belanger, can an assessment be done without a vote, just put on the taxes.  If everyone were to take a concession and add the assessment of $50.00.  Wouldn’t that work?
Mr. Fuhr stated that the township was at the top of its operating mills so it would have to go to the people for a vote.

Resident asked how much was in the general fund.

Marsha Elam asked if Fire Station #2 was being closed.
Resident asked if township is funding post retirement under GASBY 45, is the township funding that or running it as liability on the budget.
Tony Stockton, Butternut Creek stated he voted against the assessment on principle, not enough concessions taken.  Feels everyone need to take reductions.

Resident asked if all employees take 10% would everything be fine.
Andy Michalik asked what the board members and average police officer make.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Moved by Bates supported by Burrus to adjourn the regular board meeting at 7:21 to go into public hearing for Butternut Creek Drive special assessment.  Roll call vote:  6 yes   1 no    Motion carried.

Mr. Stephens stated that Attorney Dillard was supposed to let the board know who owned lot #6 and the road.   Presently they do not have that information, so he feels they should not hear this until that information is obtained.  
A few residents from Butternut Creek stated that they would like to be taken off of the list to have the road done.  They asked for a revote to hear this case.

Mr. Fuhr asked for a motion to hear the Butternut Creek Drive special assessment.  There was no motion or support.  Hearing adjourned until information from attorney is obtained to find out ownership of lot #6 and the road.

Mr. Fuhr reconvened the regular board meeting at 7:25 p.m.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Mrs. Witte gave a report.

FINANCE
Moved by Stephens supported by Witte to approve the bill list dated June 8, 2010 in the amount of $501,787.35.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote:  6 yes     1 no     Motion carried.

POLICE
Mrs. Sutton gave report of the June meeting.
Moved by Stephens supported by Bates to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

______________________________         _______________________________

Wayne Bates, Clerk                                     Steven Fuhr, Supervisor
