GENESE TOWNSHIP SPECIAL ASSESSMENT HEARING

APRIL 14, 2010

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 p.m. by Supervisor Fuhr.

All present gave Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Present:  Fuhr, Bates, Mannor, Burrus, Stephens, Witte

Absent:  Sutton

Moved by Mannor supported by Bates to approve the agenda. Vote taken. Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Mannor to approve the cost of $6,258.00 for sending out the notices to the potential taxpayer, and the cost of holding the election on May 4, 2010, is expected to be approximately $12,218.00.  Roll call vote:  All yes. Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Stephens to approve the prepared list of properties that will receive the special assessment if approved by the voters on May 4, 2010.  Vote taken. Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Fred Prevo, 5101 N. Genesee Road, inquired why home owners with a home worth over $100,000.00 have to pay more on the assessment.  If it takes three million for police department to operate, why doesn’t the township go with the Sheriff’s Dept. Many people have lost their jobs and are on unemployment.

Tom Wright, 1334 Kurtz, state that if someone pays $500.00 for taxes, in his neighborhood that is a lot.  $84.00 is a lot of money especially if they are on a fixed income. It turns out to be a 17% increase in their taxes.

Tammy Truett, 5153 Marilyn Drive, stated that being unemployed, benefits cut, cannot afford an increase in taxes.  She wanted to know if it gets voted down, will the board still put it on the taxes.  Mr. Fuhr stated no that is why it is on the ballot to let the people of Genesee Township decide.

Eugene Munsell, 2240 E Frances Road, a retired GM worker.  Everyone around is hurting.  With GM leaving the money that was coming in, not there anymore.  Need to consider this when taking money from people.  Does not have a problem with paying his fair share, but feels not fair when business’ pay more after $500,000.00 when a home owner pays more after $100,000.00.  He wants to see more equality.

George Kendall, 1300 Maginn Ct., inquired what the wages are for fire and police personnel and what cuts they have taken in wages and benefits.  As a retiree he has lost benefits, pay and on a fixed income.

Randy Burch, 2083 Carrier Dr., stated that in regards to the Sheriff’s Department coming to help, Genesee Township had this service at one time and the service was less when we contracted them.  Everyone is on hard times, this board is doing the best they can with what they have, it has to stop somewhere.  We need our police and fire.

Wendy Rosser, 4475 Gregor St., questioned where Kathy Sutton was and why she missed both meetings.  Read from the Genesee Voice what the board proposed in their campaign regarding cutting their wages and budget.  She stated that they came to her door during the 
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campaign and told her they were cutting their wages by 30%.  Why don’t they donate their money back.

Tom Mannor, Township Treasurer, stated he felt the board was doing the best they can with what they have.  Government totally different from owning his own business.  His door is always open for anyone who wishes to discuss anything to do with the township.  The board members do not take health care and cut their wages to save money for the township.  They use their own cars for township business, except when they had to go out of town.

Andrew Perez, resident, agrees with the majority of the people in attendance tonight.  Township should find other ways to cut money and to get money.  Why should the residents give $84.00 to the township even though his taxes are going down.  Why can’t the township get grants like the City of Flint received for their fire department.  He is sure there are other ways for the township to get money besides asking the residents to pay more taxes. 

Sherri Teachout, 4201 Sandpiper, stated that everyone in this room has been hurt by the economy.  She has lost her job with a company that after 80 years closed and her husband has been laid off, but act like ladies and gentlemen.  This board is not General Motors and did not cut your benefits.  Don’t take your anger out on them.  They are trying to do the best they can.  Listen and ask questions and then vote.

Teresa Grace, 6483 Blue Jay, responsible with the cooperation of the township to start neighborhood watch groups in Genesee Township.  There are currently fourteen watch groups.  She stated she was at the board meeting where the board decided to let the people vote for an assessment instead of just putting it on the taxes.  There will be a flyer being mailed out with the facts and information regarding the assessment.

Bob Pettingill, 4460 N. Center Road, stated he has lived here 88 years and feels police and fire could take pay cuts.  He feels the township could live within budget and not ask the public for money.  Township should do the cuts that are necessary.

Robert Phelps, 4220 N. Center Road, voiced his concern that if he pays $84.00 for assessment will our fire trucks be going into the City of Flint to help on fires there while his house could be burning.  He would like to see the mutual aid with the City of Flint discontinue, then he would not mind paying the $84.00.

Mick Michalik, 4098 E. Pierson Road, voiced his concern regarding all the time the fire department responds to the senior center and that they should have someone on site to check what the alarm is for before fire department is contacted.

Dale Bortle, 4144 E. Coldwater Road, spoke in regard to the pamphlet that was sent out by the township and wanted the last paragraph explained.  He said that it was wrong, attorney was wrong regarding having to be at this meeting in order to protest.  What will become with the police department if assessment fails.

Glen Bowman, 5425 Tipperary, stated that e was a firefighter for the City of Flint and he feels our trucks should not go into Flint.  Mutual aid is one township to another township.  He wants protection for his house then sending trucks into the city.

Dean Helsel, 4474 Meadowbrook, stated he feels this board has had some injustice tonight, but he is against this assessment.  The board could have put this assessment on the taxes but decided to let the people have a vote.  He feels that the township should consolidate and consolidate their services.
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Tom Wright, 1334 Kurtz, stated that he has lost his job and benefits, with no prospect of a new job.  This board chose to cut their wages and not have benefits, he did not.  He feels a 17% increase in taxes is a lot for home owners when businesses don’t have to pay more until they are assessed higher than $500,000.00 is unfair.

Herbert Lake, 5278 E. Frances Road, stated that the board was basing everything on General Motors workers pay of $27.00 an hour.  They do not make that anymore.  Community is smaller.  He pays the same amount of taxes while making less money.  Officers should take a pay cut.

Donna Scott, 1073 Harriet Ave., stated she didn’t think it was gracious of the board to not take the health care when about 80% percent of the county does not have health care. They should have done that anyway to become part of their “family”.  She inquired about the motions at the beginning of the hearing about residents being exempt and how can she get a list of them.  She also wanted to know what an improved property was.
Alice Whitley, 3082 Stanley Road, stated that on her property taxes in the past they always said residential property.  Why doesn’t the township go around and assess all the homes in the township.

Tony Stockton, 8340 Butternut Creek, commended the board for letting people have a vote, but is against it on principal.  He would like to see the board look in house for cuts and negotiate with the police and fire to make cuts.

James Jacott, 5192 Roberts, stated that he started going to township board meetings a few months ago and found out about the cuts;  the board put it to the people that were there what they wanted.  The people wanted it to go to a vote and have a voice in the assessment.  He supports the police but does not support when the fire department goes into the city.  If people have a problem or disagree with the board then they need to go to the board meetings and bring up the objections and concerns there.

Mary Dowell, GTPD Secretary, stated that she realizes that a lot of people here are GM retirees, with fixed incomes and cut benefits.  She thanks the board for standing by our contracts, we appreciate the residents in the township and we will continue to give the best service possible.

Dave Dornor, 5019 N Genesee Rd., complained about speeders going down Genesee Road now that the road has been paved.

Jim Miller, 441 Catalpa Ct., thanked the board for doing what they have done.  He lives in Pineview and does not own any property but he will still pay the $84.00.

Howard Wildfong, Gehring Drive, stated he has heard a lot of negative comments but remember when you go to the polls to think about what the response time for service will be.

James Rolfe, 4349 Gregor Street, commended the board for letting the people vote on the assessment instead of just putting it on the taxes.

Ida Dowdall, Richfield Road, has lived in this area since 1947.  She stated that she ran across some old papers regarding tax increases.

Chuck Middleton, 5351 N. Genesee Road, stated that he was a City of Flint police officer for 30 years, retired.  He worked 3 to 4 part time jobs and is now on a fixed income.  This police department is hard working, dedicated police officers.  He does not want to lose any of them.  $84.00 is worth having the protection.
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Genia Miller, 441 Catalpa Ct., stated that she is on a fixed income, retired from Gm, and hurting also.  But $84.00 is not a lot to pay for protective services.

Wendy Rosser spoke regarding the grants she has gotten for the library.  She feels she can get grants for the township and would like to meet with Mr. Fuhr.

Moved by Bates supported by Stephens to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 p.m.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

______________________________________________
___________________________________________

Wayne Bates, Clerk




Steven Fuhr, Supervisor

