GENESEE TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 14, 2009

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Supervisor Steven Fuhr.

All present gave Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

Present:   Fuhr, Bates, Mannor, Burrus, Witte, Stephens

Absent:   Sutton

Also Present:  Township Attorney James Dillard

Moved by Burrus supported by Witte to approve the agenda with the following additions and changes: Addition of temporarily moving part time police officer to full time; first reading of Ordinance No. 511 and no action to be taken on lawn care or janitorial services.   Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Bates to approve the minutes of the March 10, 2009 regular board meeting.  Vote taken.    6 yes    1 no     Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Burrus to approve the minutes of the March 24, 2009 special board meeting.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Burrus supported by Bates to approve the minutes of the April 9, 2009 work session meeting.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

PRESENTATIONS
Jeff Wright, Genesee County Drain Commissioner and John O’Brien, Director of Genesee County Water and Waste were present.   Mr. Wright spoke regarding water/sewer rates and county’s push to potentially build a water line secondarily.  Water and sewer rate increases the county has had to pass on to townships and cities.  Sewer rate increase amounts to $4.50 per month to homeowners all around Genesee County.  Water rate increase is about $7.00 per month to the average customer all around Genesee County.  These are the county’s portion.  Each township or cities has their own cost, so final bills will vary.  The county has not had any increases for water/sewer in since 2002.  First actual rate increase that generates new revenue for the county since 2002.  That increase was to last five years, but actually lasted seven.  This increase is projected to last five years also.  The rates increases are because 75 percent are for things out of the county’s control.  Reasons for increases are due to Detroit’s 17 percent rate increase last year and 10 percent increase this year for water and also a huge increase in electrical cost.   State has new energy policy put into place last year.   We had an annual increase of $1.2 million in one shot.  The county has absorbed the increases over the years because they have been minimal but cannot absorb the rate increase.   During that same time, annual consumption had reduced by 20 percent, but it still has gone up.  County electrical bill is up over $7 million.  Genesee County is the largest electrical consumer because we have close to 600 pumping stations; waste water treatment centers have 1500 horse power blowers/motors.  Seventy five percent increases in the water can be attributed to the rate increase from Detroit and the electrical rate increase from Consumers.  Seventy five percent on the sanitary sewer can be attributed to electrical, chemical, and material cost.  Twenty five percent that will go over the five year period will cover debts service, employee cost (who have given up some benefits).  County will have a report in a few weeks regarding looking into having own water line, which could save the county over a twenty five year period, $200 million dollars.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
State Senator John Gleason present gave some updates going on in Lansing.  He was involved with the legislation regarding energy package; involved with the legislation passed so the Drain Commission could put a generator next to sewage treatment site in Montrose to cut down on energy cost from Consumers.   He would like to see language put into legislation to support wood burning plants to give DTE and Consumers Energy competition.  There has not been significant legislation regarding energy.  Looking into alternative energy for homes, cars.   Going to testify in Essexville regarding coal burning.   Stated he is not in favor of the demise of Townships.
CLERK
Moved by Stephens supported by Mannor to approve Peddler’s Permit for Pot of Gold Ice Cream, to drive trucks in township April 14th – September 30th, 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Burrus to approve purchase of 1187 E. Juliah to Vincent Fielder for $3500 plus closing cost, attorney fees and any additional cost.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens support Mannor to approve blood drawn contract with Medlaw LLC for police department.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.
Moved by Mannor supported by Stephens to approve junk yard license for D&W Auto Parts Inc., G-5009 N. Dort Hwy.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

Moved by Mannor supported by Witte to approve used car license for the following:  D&W Auto Parts Inc., G-5009 N. Dort Hwy; Kustom Insulation Inc., 5256 Genesee Road; Auto Mo Beals Inc., 7315 N. Dort Hwy; Superior Motors, 7017 N. Dort Hwy.  Discussion held.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

SUPERVISOR
Moved by Stephens supported by Witte to approve hiring Jason Groulx, part time police officer, starting at union wage per contract, pending drug and physical test.  Starting date of April 20, 2009.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS
Mrs. Witte gave report of April meeting.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Mrs. Witte gave report of April meeting.

FINANCE
Moved by Mannor supported by Witte to approve bill list date April 14, 2009 in the amount of $643,741.59.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

FIRE
Mr. Burrus gave report of the April meeting.
Moved by Burrus supported by Witte to approve face mask maintenance from Douglass Safety Systems LLC at a cost of $2,999.20 for Station #2.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

POLICE
Mr. Stephens gave report of the April meeting.

DPW
Mr. Stephens gave report of the April meeting.

ATTORNEY’S REPORT
Moved by Bates supported by Burrus to approve second reading of Ordinance No. 497 – cost recovery.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Witte to approve second reading of Ordinance No. 509 – domestic violence.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Witte to approve first reading of Ordinance No. 510 – amending Ordinance No. 493, public safety, fire and public utility emergency response cost recovery.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Bates supported by Stephens to approve first reading of Ordinance No. 511 – amending Ordinance No. 421, weed control, average height of 10 inches.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

Moved by Stephens supported by Mannor to approve moving part time Police Officer Chris Love to full time status, for less than 89 days until Officer Jeremy Williams returns.  Full time starting wage per union contract, starting April 16, 2009.  Discussion held.  Roll call vote:  All yes.  Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Howard Wildfong voiced his concern regarding Land Bank owned properties not being mowed.  Mr. Bates stated that Genesee Township will receive $825,000.00 grant to demolish buildings owned by township or land bank and can also take care of weeds/blight for land bank owned properties.  
Moved by Bates supported by Burrus to adjourn the meeting at 7:07 p.m.  Vote taken.  Motion carried.

______________________________                __________________________

Wayne Bates, Clerk                                            Steven Fuhr, Supervisor
